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James Bagwell 
Bilt Rite Overhead Garage Doors
803-744-3667 
Our Business:  Our business is to 
serve South Carolina with all garage 
door needs for both residential and 
commercial customers to include sales, 
service, and repair. We also provide the 
same service for dock equipment for 
commercial customers.

Best Business Advice I/We Ever 
Received: Treat your employees well 
and they will treat your customers well.

Words of Wisdom to Other Men/
Women: Understand that we are 
all simply stewards of what God has 
entrusted us to take care of. Keeping 
that Biblical perspective allows us to 
approach each day with humility.

One Thing I’ve Learned the Hard 
Way: In life, you never reach a point of 

thinking you “have arrived.”  Life and 
business are like pushing a boulder up 
hill. You need to approach each day like 
you want to work harder than the day 
before. 

You Would Never Guess That: 
Even at 52 I still race a BMX bicycle 
competitively. I always enjoy beating 
teenagers. They underestimate me.

In what way(s) did the Covid-19 
pandemic affect your business?  
Ironically, it made us stronger.  Early 
on we were classified as essential. We 
never closed. Our people rallied around 
the idea that we were on the front lines 
helping people get in and out of their 
homes, hospitals, business, etc. It helped 
bring us closer as a team.

Our Business: Chesterbrook 
Academy Preschool serves students 
from 18 months old through Pre-K. 
We provide a safe, nurturing 
environment where children learn, 
grow, and thrive. Our teachers help 
each child discover a fascinating 
world of learning and play.    

Best Business Advice I Ever 
Received: “Next to doing the right 
thing, the most important thing is 
to let people know you are doing the 
right thing.”- John D. Rockefeller 

Why I Chose This Career: Early 
Childhood Education is such an 
important building block for a child’s 
development and their view of the 

world. My staff and I love helping set 
children up for success by providing 
them with the foundation to becoming a 
lifelong learner. 

You Would Never Guess That: I was 
adopted when I was six weeks old. Most 
of my friends tell me they believe that’s 
why I have such an interest in caring for 
children and families. 

A Meaningful Memory From My 
Career: Years ago, a mentor of mine 
recognized something in me and my 
work ethic, and took me under her wing. 
She didn’t tell me until her last day that 
she had been grooming me to take her 
position as she was moving on. We are 
still close friends today. 

Tara M. Clerc, Principal
Chesterbrook Academy Preschool
877- 959-4181   
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Dustin & Tara Johns
Resource Realty Group
803-758-4444 
Our Business:  It’s local, independent, 
and delivers non-traditional real estate 
services to clients who are selling, buy-
ing, or investing. When everyone else is 
zigging, we are zagging. Client satisfac-
tion and transaction success are number 
one. 

Best Business Advice We Ever Re-
ceived: Be open, transparent, and bold. 
Then be really good at what you do. 
Know who your audience is and mute the 
rest.

Why We Chose This Career: Real Es-
tate Brokerage is very fulfilling. We are 
creative marketers, builders, therapists, 
problem solvers, negotiators, visionaries, 
and memory makers all at the same time, 
every day.

You Would Never Guess That: We went 
to the prom together in high school! 
We’ve known each other for a long time 
and somehow still make it work with 
relationship, family and working together 
each day. 

Why We Love Doing Business in Co-
lumbia:  This is the greatest city in the 
South! We love to travel and explore new 
places, but we are always happy to come 
home to the Midlands. The people, the 
towns, the lake and the proximity to the 
mountains and the ocean make it a great 
area. We both grew up in here and this is 
our home. 

In what way(s) did the Covid-19 pan-
demic affect your business? Covid-19 
is partially responsible for the boom we 
experienced. Suddenly there was a need 
for a home office or home school area. 
Backyards and amenities became import-
ant while so many were shut in during 
lockdown. 

A Meaningful Memory From My 
Career: Deciding to TOTALLY change 
our fee structure in 2017 to offer our 
clients an option that actually makes 
sense. We have saved our clients nearly 
$3 million dollars in fees in 4 years, that’s 
meaningful! Ph
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Eric Degn
Occidental Construction
803-361-2735   

Our Business: We build custom 
homes and remodel residential 
properties on and around Lake 
Murray.

Best Business Advice I Ever 
Received: I remember seeing an 
interview with Steve Jobs many 
years ago where he said if you want 
something, don’t be afraid to ask for 
it. The worst thing that they can say 
is no, but if you never ask the answer 
will always be no.

Words of Wisdom to Other Men/
Women: In any given situation, do 
the right thing. Do the best you can 
and whatever happens it will all work 
out in the end. Never do anything that 
would compromise your integrity. In 
the end all you have is your name.

One Thing I’ve Learned the Hard 
Way: Pay attention to the direction you 
receive through your feelings. We’ve all 
experienced that nagging feeling prior to 
making that bad decision. Follow your 
gut. It’s almost always right

You Would Never Guess: How many 
times I’m asked about my company’s 
name- Occidental Construction. I 
tell people it means “Western” just as 
Oriental means “Eastern.” It’s the name 
of a town out west that’s special to me 
and was number nine on my list at the 
time I was selecting names with my 
attorney. All the others were taken and 
so Occidental it was. 

Our Business:  We are an urban, 
vibrant community serving seniors 
who want to embrace life, free of worry 
or chores.

Best Business Advice I Ever Received: 
Many times, the first solution that 
comes to mind is the easiest. However, 
taking time to look beyond your first 
thought is worth the effort.

Words of Wisdom to Other Men/
Women: At the end of your workday, 
reflect on your work and ask yourself, 
have I made a difference today? If the 
answer is yes, go home happy. If the 
answer is no, think about how you are 
going to change that.

Why I Chose This Career: To make 
a difference. I believe that seniors 

Wilson Anhar  
Merrill Gardens
803-828-5203   

deserve to stay in control of the aging 
process whenever possible and I want 
to play a role in that shift. 

You Would Never Guess That: There 
are striking similarities between 
the hospitality and senior living 
industries. After spending 19 years 
in hospitality and 16 years in senior 
living, it is becoming more and more 
apparent to me.

In what way(s) did the Covid-19 
pandemic affect your business? It 
strengthened the industry and made 
it safer. Competitors came together 
to exchange best practices and ideas 
regarding their COVID protocols and 
solutions to protect the entire elderly 
population and staff. 
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Our Business: I have over 10 years’ experience in siding, roofing, 
window, and door replacement and interior renovations.

Best Business Advice We Ever Received:  Save money! In construction, 
you never know when business will slow down. 

Why I/We Chose This Career:  I was born into the business. My dad used 
me as his interpreter at an early age and I learned the tricks of the trade.

In what way(s) did the Covid-19 pandemic affect your business? Wow! 
It impacted me a lot. Material shortage has kept me from giving the 
customer service I want to provide. There are back logs on certain colors. 
I have even driven four hours to get a certain color to finish a project.

A Meaningful Memory From My Career: The moment I realized 
builders were referring me to other builders. I would answer the phone 
and people would say, “you come highly recommended.” I realized that 
this not only my career but how the community sees me as a person. 

José Iglesias and Roxana Morales 
SouthEast Design Group LLC
803-977-4465

Dean Howell 
Northside Christian Academy
803-238-9518    

My Business:  I am the Athletic Director and Head 
Football Coach beginning next year.

Best Business Advice I Ever Received: Don't ever 
expect or ask someone to do something you aren't 
willing to do yourself.

Words of Wisdom to Other Men/Women: No one 
knows what is on your mind unless you speak up! 

Why I Chose This Career:  To make an impact on 
young people that lasts long after the stadium lights 
go out.

You Would Never Guess That: My wife and kids are 
absolutely beautiful (good thing they look like her)!

In what way(s) did the Covid-19 pandemic affect 
your business? What used to take an hour now takes 
two weeks and requires 3 meetings!

Answers from José Iglesias
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