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Sylvan’s Jewelers
If you want to see the sparkle in your loved 
one’s eyes, there is nothing like the reflection of 
a beautiful gemstone to enhance your love’s nat-
ural beauty. Revered for its longevity, its stellar 
quality and brilliantly curated collections, Syl-
van’s Jewelers downtown on Main Street will 
guide you to the very best selections. Men’s 
gifts abound, but the selection for women is 
limitless. For that one-of-a-kind irreplaceable 
person, consider shopping Sylvan’s inestimably 
timeless estate collection. “Shine on, you crazy 
diamond.” 779-2250; www.sylvans.com
Shown: Ballerina style pendant
Ballerina style pendant platinum pendant featuring round pink tourmaline 
weighing 2.21 carats, 12 full cut diamonds weighing 0.50 total carats and 28 
tapered baguette diamonds weighing 2.00 total carats.

The Nest at Cregger 
Company 
Homeowners rejoice: It is perfectly 
fine to give a gift that keeps giving to 
your own home. It gives you so much 
that you should consider returning the 
favor. What about “ jewelry” for your 
kitchen? The sink faucet and handles 
are the glamorous accessories for the 
room where everyone congregates. Whether you prefer shiny finishes, or the 
newer on-trend matte or even black finishes, a new sink with an upscale faucet 
will make you smile every time you use it. And you know it needs replacing 
soon anyway – so you might as well go ahead before it starts that drip-drip-
dripping. To show off that sparkly newness, visit the lighting center at the 
Nest, too, so you can truly feather your sweet little nest at home-sweet-home. 
978-2025; creggercompany.com/locations/columbia-sc-the-nest

Kilo Charley
Kilo Charley offers Black Rifle Cof-
fee, which is a military-inspired 
brand for those who love guns and 
ammo and for whom caffeination 
is a must before hitting the shoot-
ing range for target practice. We’d 
suggest perhaps not too much be-
forehand, but load up on your way 
home and slip a pound or two in 
your gun-lovers’ stocking to shake 
the shack on Christmas morning. 
Just Black, Beyond Black and Silenc-
er Smooth are a few of the strengths 
of Black Rifle brand coffee you can 
purchase at Kilo 
Charley’s. 358-
0305; kilo-
charlieshootin-
grange.com

Columbia Arts Academy
What is better 
than the gift that 
lasts forever? 
The classic gift 
of music lessons 
provides a skill 
and a fulfilling 
pastime that 
will outlast most 
temporal things. 
Your gift endows children with the 
breadth and depth of musical knowl-
edge when they learn and practice 
an instrument, but the gift keeps 
on giving because music is mathe-
matics with a melody behind it. The 
tempo and beat is a rhythm born of 
numbers, thus your child will be the 
beneficiary of what can become an 
innate understanding of math, which 
develops the other half of the brain, 
while the artistic cultural side is be-
ing exercised. It makes a great gift to 
yourself, as well, if you have always 
longed to play, but never took the 
time. Take time to play. 787-0931; 
columbiaartsacademy.com

Wingard’s Market 
A one-stop shop for all things edible from South Carolina – and some that are not. Not 
only a garden shop, Wingard’s boasts the broadest array of foods that are grown, pack-
aged and sold in our state. Perfect if you need a jar of jam for your neighbor or an array 
of goodies to mail to your mother-in-law out of state. The charm and appeal of Adam’s 
Apple Eatables and other unusual Sandlapper delicacies cannot be underestimated. The 
only downside is you will set expectations high for your friends who get this gift, so per-
haps it should become a tradition? Wrap the basket in cellophane and tie on an ornament 
celebrating the city where the eclipse was best viewed to enhance the gift even further.  
359-9091; wingardsmarket.com

Casual Living 
The reason to shop at Casual Living is 
three-fold: the selection is wider than 
you could dream of. The quality of goods 
will withstand the harsh conditions of 
outdoors better than most brands you 
can buy elsewhere, so you achieve an 
economy of goods from its lasting good 
looks. It’s local, and puts money back 
into the local tax base. But the bonus 
reason to shop there is this perfect mix of fall and winter joys: an outdoor fire-pit 
table, which will give you and yours the opportunity to spend more time enjoying 
our moderate Midlands weather and entertain without fear of the shivers. It’s a 
must for patios and poolside for him or her, or “them!” This concept is catching fire 
as a holiday gift with a spark! 754-5022; casuallivingsc.com

Jack Oliver’s Pool and Spa 
Another hot idea for the outdoor chef 
in your house – er, technically OUT 
of your house – is the Big Green Egg 
from Jack Oliver’s. It is the pinnacle of 
grilling grandeur, and comes in vari-
ous sizes to fit your needs, your space 
and your budget. Once you’ve “gone 
green, you’ll always make the scene.” 
Don’t even bother wrapping it: toss a 

silver wreath with a red bow atop it and hand your mate a spatula and some meat 
patties, then just sit back and wait for your Green Egg and ham-burgers! Yum! 
For those ready to splurge and take the plunge, Jack Oliver’s has an array of spa 
experiences such as hot tubs and saunas, too. 251-0272; jackoliverpools.com
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newsmaker
WELL STYLED

Workers in paint-stained tee shirts rearrange scaf-
folding and tarps to reach the focus of their efforts. 
The setting isn’t a construction site but a downtown 

Columbia church, where visitors look on as artists put finishing 
touches to glowing iconography at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral on Main Street.

There was much to celebrate at Columbia’s Greek Festival 
this fall. Food, dance and pageantry were on display as the art-
ists were completing their years-long work to create enthralling 
icons depicting the Orthodox faith in the cathedral.       

Later, after the festival wrapped up its 32nd year, interna-
tionally recognized artist Dr. George Kordis, with sacred music 
as backdrop for his work, graciously paused to greet even more 
guests. His associates studiously continued to work, occasionally 

A Treasure of Biblical 
Proportions

Iconography at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
By WARREN HUGHES » Photos by SALLY SCOTT

asking in the melodious Greek of their native country for a mo-
ment with the master. 

Cathedral Dean Father Michael A. Platanis smiled in grat-
itude beholding the project’s completion. All the while suns 
streams through the dome overhead, illuminating the iconogra-
phy of the cathedral. 

“Iconography is a most beautiful, vivid and engaging ex-
pression of the unity between heaven and earth, the unity be-
tween God and His precious, most beloved creation, humanity,” 
he explained. “I believe that visitors and parishioners experience 
this sacred unity in a special and vivid way through iconography, 
especially a completed picture of God’s plan, God’s entire story 
of our creation and our salvation.”

Kordis and his retinue of artists were commissioned not 

Miss Cocky
Good golly, Miss Cocky! If you know 
a Gamecock fan, make it your goal to 
touch down at Miss Cocky. The entire 
boutique is focused on Garnet and Black 
clothing, accessories and memorabilia. 
If you want your gift to be emblematic of 
your relationship with the recipient and 
your immutable love of all things Caro-
lina, then run, don’t walk, to make your gift selection there. Monograms are still 
in vogue, so pull together two or three inscribed items to make a glittery gift pack 
of perfection. Go Go Gamecocks and Miss Cocky! 748-4771; misscocky.com

Uptown on Main
The days of putting off your “hard-
to-shop-for” gift recipients is over.  
Ask Martha, your friendly propri-
etor, or one of the other helpful staff 
members to assist you and you will 
depart with a beautifully wrapped 
gift that they will suggest based on 
a description of your “person who 
has everything.” Let them guide 

you, but we suggest allowing them to toss a few “Palmetto Peculiarities” into 
the basket, along with a monogrammed towel or garment that will fit your 
recipient to a “tee!” Even beautiful gifts for the little ones can be found here. 
This gem of a gift store always delights and surprises and has a great selection 
of books by local authors – many are signed. Do not dare depart without treat-
ing yourself to their creamy, dreamy bonbons! You deserve a treat! 661-7651; 
uptownsc.com

Brookland Baptist 
Small packages are also known for 
their quality. Sometimes you need 
a modestly-priced gift that makes a 
large impact, and everyone can use 
some inspiration these days. Or, you 
are a minister or pastor’s wife and 
could use some guidance. Or, you 
are dealing with a personal crisis – 
or you need to learn how to forgive 
someone who has hurt you. All this 
and more are discussed in the up-
lifting book, “Pleasures and Perils: 
Two Minister's Wives Reflect on 
Friendship, Marriage and Ministry,” 
co-authored by Margie H. Flowers 
and Robin H. Jackson, who are each 
pastor’s wives themselves. This book 
got rave reviews on Amazon and 
could make the difference if you or 
a friend is in need of inspiration or 
motivation. 796-7525, https://www.
amazon.com/Pleasures-Perils-Min-
isters-Friendship-Marriage

Jaguar/Land Rover 
Ready to make the ultimate statement of extreme elegance? Buckle your seat belts: 
this is going to be smooth. Consider a pair of his/hers “town and country” luxury 
cars or SUVs from Jaguar and Land Rover. You two lovebirds fight it out privately 
regarding who gets which one, but can you just imagine your mate’s face when he or 
she views not one, but two, of these beauties in your driveway for the holidays? May 
we suggest silver and blue bows on the grills? Push the ignition and that’s where 
stylishly fabulous adventures begin. 731-7493, landrovercolumbia.com 
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